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1 Driessen (2023) lists: The Alexandria Declaration (2002), the Amman letter (2007) "A Common Word between Us and
You", the Marrakesh Declaration (2016), Al Azhar document on citizenship and coexistence (2017) and the Human Fraternity
Document (2019) as document that took very progressive stance and advanced the concepts of coexistence and common
citizenry.

2 In most cases in the Arab world interreligious dialogue is often driven by political interests, or the wish to present a positive
image that does not always reflect the reality. This leaves a negative impact on people who become reluctant to participate in
such initiatives and accuse these of being just folklore and PR driven while lacking genuine change and having little impact on
the daily lives of the people concerned.
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3 Al-Azmeh A. (2020), Secularism in the Arab World: Contexts, Ideas and Consequences, translated by David Bond,
Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press in association with the Aga Khan University Institute for the Study of Muslim Civilizations

4 Abouaoun, E., & Gallagher, M. (2024). Interreligious Dialogue for Peacebuilding in the MENA Region: Challenges, Successes,
and Future Prospects. In Enhancing Stabilization and Strategic Partnership in a Post-Conflict Environment. A Comprehensive
Approach to Human Security (pp. 111-136). NATO SFA COE; Esposito, J., Mugtedar Khan, M. & Schwedler, J. (2004). 12 Religion
and Politics in the Middle East. In D. Gerner & J. Schwedler (Ed.), Understanding the Contemporary Middle East (pp. 363-386).
Boulder, USA: Lynne Rienner Publishers. https://doi.org/10.1515/9781685855512-014

5  Arab Barometer. (2020, April 06). Is the MENA Region Becoming Less Religious? An Interview with Michael Robbins.
Retrieved from https://www.arabbarometer.org/2020/04/is-the-mena-region-becoming-less-religious-an-interview-with-
michael-robbins/

6 Arab Barometer. (2023, May 08). A New Dawn for Political Islam?. Retrieved from https://www.arabbarometer.org/2023/05/
a-new-dawn-for-political-islam/; Robbins, M. (2023, March 23), MENA youth lead return to religion, Retrieved from https://www.
arabbarometer.org/2023/03/mena-youth-lead-return-to-religion/?
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7 Payind, A. & McClimans, M. (2016). Keys to Understanding the Middle East. Ohio State University; CSW. (2018, July 08).
Religious Identity and Conflict in the Middle East. Retrieved from https://forbinfull.org/2018/08/07/religious-identity-and-
conflict-in-the-middle-east/; Lai, B. (2006, January). Empirical Examination of Religion and Conflict in the Middle East, 1950-1992.
Foreign Policy Analysis 2(1), 21-36. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1743-8594.2005.00018.x; Arab Barometer. (2020, April 06). Is
the MENA Region Becoming Less Religious? An Interview with Michael Robbins. Retrieved from https://www.arabbarometer.
org/2020/04/is-the-mena-region-becoming-less-religious-an-interview-with-michael-robbins/

8 In addition to the documents mentioned (op.cit. 1), the numerous high level dialogues include: The creation of KAICIID
upon the 2007 meeting between the late King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz and Pope Benedict XVI and all its efforts in the past 15
years; Parliamentary Conference on Interfaith Dialogue in 2023 and 2025; the Congress of Leaders of World and Traditional
Religions; h Doha Conference on Interfaith Dialogue; The annual conference of King Hamad Global Center for Coexistence and
Tolerance attended by Pope Francis; Pope Francis visit to Irag and his meeting with Ayatollah Sistani and 25 heads of religious
groups; The Wilton Park Dialogues series, in partnership with The Forum for Promoting Peace in Muslim Societies and Adyan
Foundation, on Inclusive Citizenship in the Arab world; etc...

9 Bader, Rifaat (2024, December 12), Jordanian Catholic Priest, Director of the Catholic Centre for Studies and Media,
Founder and director of an interactive website and social media accounts created for that purpose www.abouna.org

10  Dawah, Hani (2024, December 13), Deputy Advisor for media relation to the Mufti of Egypt, interviewed online

11 The Azhar Declaration on Citizenship and Coexistence (2017), issued by Al-Azhar and the Muslim Council of Elders,
emphasizes equal citizenship for all individuals, regardless of religious or ethnic background. It rejects sectarianism, promotes
religious freedom, and upholds the principles of justice and coexistence within national legal frameworks. The declaration aims
to counter discrimination and extremism, advocating for a society where all citizens share equal rights and responsibilities
under the law. Available online on : https://www.azhar.eg/en/Artical-Details/ArtMID/9861/Article]D/46996/Al-Azhar-Declaration-
on-Citizenship-and-Coexistence

12 On February 4, 2019, Pope Francis and the Grand Imam of Al-Azhar Ahmed Al-Tayeb captured the attention of the world
when they met in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates to sign the Document on Human Fraternity - a joint declaration urging
peace among all people in the world. The declaration intends to serve as a guide for future generations to advance a culture of
mutual respect, in recognition that we are all members of one human family. https://www.forhumanfraternity.org/document-
on-human-fraternity/

13 Dawah, Op. Cit. 10
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14 Elhage, Nakhle (2024, December 11) Media innovator, storytelling strategist Founder of Blinx and other leading media
institutions, former director of Al Arabiya and Al Hadath tv channels, interviewed in Dubai

15 AlImam, Haitham (2025 January 13), Tunisian Muslim Sheikh, Director of Al Zeytouna Radio, interviewed online
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16 Driessen, M. D. (2020). Evaluating Interreligious Dialogue in the Middle East. Peace Review, 32(1), 1-12. https://doi.org/10
.1080/10402659.2020.1823560; Op.Cit.8

17 Wee, P. (2007, March 01). The Crisis in Interfaith Relations in the Middle East. United States Institute of Peace. https://
www.usip.org/publications/2007/03/crisis-interfaith-relations-middle-east; Adyan Foundation. (2020). Interreligious Dialogue
Mapping of the Middle East: Lebanon, Jordan, Turkey and Iraqg. Retrieved from https://jliflc.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/
IRD-Report-En.pdf ; Brumberg, D., Shehata, D. (2009). Conflict, Identity, and Reform in the Muslim World: Challenges for U.S.
Engagement. United States: U.S. Institute of Peace Press.

18  Haddad, Y. and Fischbach, R. (2015). Interfaith dialogue in Lebanon: Between a power balancing act and theological
encounters. Islam and Christian-Muslim Relations, 26(4), 423-442.

19  Adyan Foundation. (2020). Interreligious Dialogue Mapping of the Middle East: Lebanon, Jordan, Turkey and Iraq.
Retrieved from https://jliflc.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/IRD-Report-En.pdf
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20 Adyan Foundation. (2020). Op. Cit. 12; Driessen, M. D. (2023). Op. Cit. 9

21 The Wilton Park Dialogues on Inclusive Citizenship (2021) and Driessen, M.D. (2023) The Global Politics of Interreligious
Dialogue: Religious Change, Citizenship, and Solidarity in the Middle East. United States: Oxford University Press, list the
following documents: The third pastoral letter of the Eastern Catholic Patriarchs (1994): Together before God for the welfare
of the individual and the society: coexistence between Muslims and Christians in the Arab world; The Arab Group for Muslim
Christian Dialogue document: Dialogue and living together: towards an Arab Muslim Christian charter (2001); The Alexandria
Declaration (2002); the Amman letter (2004) by H.M King Abdullah II Bin Al Hussein; “The Common Word between Us and You”
(2007) signed by 138 Muslim leaders and addressed to Christian church leaders; the Marrakesh Declaration (2016); Al Azhar
document on citizenship and coexistence (2017); the Beirut declaration Faith for Rights (2017) issued by the Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights; The Human Fraternity Document (2019); The Makkah declaration (2019) issued
by the Muslim World League conference; and The Charter of the new Alliance of Virtue (2019) by the Forum for Promoting Peace
in Muslim societies.

22 Dawah, Op. Cit. 4
23 Abouaoun, E., & Gallagher, M. (2024). Interreligious Dialogue for Peacebuilding in the MENA Region: Challenges, Successes,

and Future Prospects. In Enhancing Stabilization and Strategic Partnership in a Post-Conflict Environment. A Comprehensive
Approach to Human Security (pp. 111-136). NATO SFA COE.

24 Bock, ., Fahy, J. (2019). The Interfaith Movement: Mobilising Religious Diversity in the 21st Century. United Kingdom: Taylor
& Francis; Haynes, J. (2017). The United Nations Alliance of Civilisations and Global Justice. Globalizations, 14(7), 1125-1139.
https://doi.org/10.1080/14747731.2017.1308061; Brumberg, D., Shehata, D. (2009). Conflict, Identity, and Reform in the Muslim
World: Challenges for U.S. Engagement. United States: U.S. Institute of Peace Press.



https://doi.org/10.1080/14747731.2017.1308061

alwlyw ddjg duell dahiall | gVl glal gy jlgall e piludl eliy :plaadl Jai go pileyl

JS pMedl SUSa] slazal Sle jloadl 5 aSsLaall dpgall Sluwsdall 8338 dbod b 0S5 olladl gas]
olagded] Jasdy dugs olelpaS dasludl olel3l pMedl Jilug ybsd oLl Ll 89 <3 e Yay B Lals
il cgu Bansd 3 agunt Wl of Eulbudl duodled] Lol inds 18 U3 ] 88L5| Psgiall diginl
o sleadl Ll &bl ddoall elansdl ) st 331 il Lleg Pl olelaadl g &1 plasils
oo Bl Yol Jlaza ! g5sS (o Juy o Joull aznall eloyd alews elyn] &l e Glaf colBlanlly Ll g Ll

28 451

delax IS0 Jioy Gy el ol Lol g LT o a8l ey 35y 8 dojall 3501 o dlets 2531 jlucall Lo
.299.2.3.&” Ml Logasg el Builuayg dcoll wluca§allg @zl ENAN] BES KO

olé S0 d il alulyddl yobaia R uaﬁ) Loy d,u_).\:g @ Gl ¢ Ll e sloadl ol yslia u_e P)Lc‘ﬂ')_g_) ()i L9
Slgsdl i alilbo] yis u_a dowblg wilgns sl

dalell oluasadl o S ulay b dime @8 Lle youds ¥ olay] dewls dSae dalyS olhs i)
S e S i eladl Jolsdl Jlug Jle pols S8y diyshs @8ladly . pusdonalls wmalall puibolsally
peuasin o)A yd gl Jl dode dol> Slia 3 y0UAll 0ig) oy dags g CBlae JI 6381 48 las guwgl yogex
Siillg gl dyy> e Sesadly g gradlly @I LS BLacs] &asS il dpwlal ilsx Bae Jle 385
Adgsll olylasdl soady (b Ll yadg (gl il Ol yals (Sl Olay dgalgag @l S Glhas g

&yl ddbiall 5 geeaMedly cpbonall Gl Lo swnlS apuds

ooledll jaad e lgy dagdall eldslly Gosadl ©lswg dalall HLadl ek wlelpally ddte e 3
Aaziall Lo gy e adedl Jilusg slal ol well3 ] d5La]g 32 crlaluiily ddaadl yguall gedsss bas slgadlg
oot ool dagldlls oill ool Jagh s gylatl il JlacHl Bhaia sovi 3351 g8l sanily sazse so plall gyl p3ke] 3

3350 Lall g Olageall Gimm 36 38T ggumen plla) (o sl ¢ Ll

25  Bader Op. Cit. 9

26 Abu-Nimer, M., Khoury, A., Welty, E. (2007). Unity in Diversity: Interfaith Dialogue in the Middle East. United States: United
States Institute of Peace Press

27 KAS. (2014, April 24). At the Al Duaij Family Diwan, Kuwaitis discuss the role of media in interreligious dialogue with
the renowned German journalist and “Quadriga” host Mr Ali Aslan. Retrieved from https://www.kas.de/en/web/rpg/
veranstaltungsberichte/detail/-/content/with-great-power-comes-great-responsibility

28  Allmam, Op. Cit. 15
29 Ibid
30  Neumaier, A, & Klinkhammer, G. (2020). Interreligious contact and media: introduction. Religion, 50(3), 321-335.

31 The above analysis is consistent with the findings of KAICIID's needs assessment of journalists and media practitioners
in Arabic-speaking countries concerning religiously sensitive conflict reporting. The study shows clearly where the gaps lie in
covering religious and religion-related topics in these countries.

32 Makeen, Geroge, (2025, January 14), Executive Director of SAT-7's Arabic channels, Interviewed Online

33 Abu-Nimer et.al, Op. Cit. 26
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34 KAICIID Arab Region (2021) Needs Assessment Report for Journalists in Arab-Speaking countries for Religiously Sensitive
Conflict Reporting.

35 Elhage Op. Cit. 14
36  Bader Op. Cit. 9
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37  High level dialogue is used here to mean, rather than the dialogue among clerics on personal or local levels, the dialogue
between the main religious institutions like Document on Human Fraternity (2019) by Azhar and the Vatican; The Charter of
Makkah (2019) and the Forum on Common Values among Religious Followers (2022) by the Muslim World League; Coexist
House by the Bishop of Canterberry; Catholic-Shia dialogue by the Vatican and Al-Khoei Foundation; A Common Word Between
Us and You (2007) on Anglican-Muslim relations; Auschwitz Visit (2020) by the Muslim world league and the American Jewish
Committee etc...

38  Dawah, Op. Cit 10, confirms that the Egyptian Fatwa institution has used media and social media extensively and has
created programs that address critical issues in a simplified way like the program “Two Minutes” that has gained huge popularity.

39 Bader, Op.Cit. 9
40  Elhage, Op. Cit. 14
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41 The KAICIID Fellows Programme is an ongoing capacity development and networking programme that starts with one
year of hybrid training. The Programme is designed to connect and cultivate a network of leaders committed to fostering peace
in their communities through interreligious and intercultural dialogue. Since its launch in 2015, the Programme has equipped
more than 500 Fellows from 92 countries with the dialogue skills needed to tackle real-world challenges - such as hate speech,
communal conflict, and violent extremism. https://www.kaiciid.org/what-we-do/we-build-capacity/kaiciid-fellows-programme

42 Makeen Op. Cit. 32
43 Neumaier & Klinkhammer, Op. Cit. 30
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44 Abu-Nimer et.al. Op. Cit. 26; Abouaoun & Gallagher Op. Cit. 23
45 Makeen Op. Cit. 32
46 1bid
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47 Abu-Nimer et.al. Op. Cit. 26

48  Smock, D. R. (2003). Building Interreligious Trust in a Climate of Fear: An Abrahamic Trialogue. United States: United States
Institute of Peace.

49  Bader Op. Cit. 9
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